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PRICE ONE

RLIN READY FOR PEACE,
WEG TELLS ENTENTE

NCELLOR ASKS AMERICAN,
PANISH AND SWISS DIPLOMATS
TO TRANSMIT OFFER TO ALLIES

pposals Called Approprlate for Estab-

.

| hshment of Lasting Calm in
Europe—Other Neutral

Powers Informed

bte Expresses Willingness to Begin Negotiations at Once.
" Austria, Turkey and Bulgaria Give Similar Noti-
fication—Thronged Reichstag Receives News
- With Great Solemnity

IS FOR EFFECTING WORLD PEACE
AS NOW PROPOSED BY GERMANY

WASII! {GTON, Dec. 12,

E German Embassy announced today that the following were the main

sints in Germany’'s peace

roposals:

...mt Poland and Lithuania be recognized as independent kingdoms.

That Germany restore Belgium and northern France.

» —That the fate of the Balkan States be settled in a general peace eon-

ference.

Gﬂmny is willing to make peace.

BERLIN, Dec. 12,

" Chancellor von Bethmann-Hollweg today notified the diplomatic envoys of
'Uulhd States, Spain and Switzerland that the four nations making up the

n allies—Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey and Bulgaria-

farthwith into peace negotiations,

wls and Sofin have given similar notification.

propose to
The Governments in Vienna, Constanti-
The willingness of the German

fo enter into peace negotiations immedintely has also been transmitted to
)y See, in Rome. The special meeting of the Reichstag todoy was called
@ purpose of hearing the Chancellor’s peace proposals.

following was given out through the semiofficial Overseas News

Chancellor this morning received one after the other the representa-
the United States of America, of Spain and of SBwitzerland, These are

that are protecting German intercsts in hostile nations,

The

submitted to them a note and asked them to bring it to the knowl-

f the hostile Governments.
Chancellor,

The note will be read todny In the Reichstag

'the note the four allied Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey

glgaria) propose to enter forthwith into peate negotintions.

The proposi-

hich are brought forward for consideration, are, according to the firm
the allies’ Governments (German, Austro-Hungarian, Turkish and Bul-

sppropriate for the establishment of a lasting peace.

The Governments

mn, Constantinople and Sofia have transmitted notes of similar text,
“'.!ln note has also been communicated to the Holy See and other neutral

g ﬂ\l'ﬂoly See is the Roman Catholic government at the Vatican.)

By handing the note to the representatives of the United States, Spain and

';'p 3

nd, Germiany really transmitted it directly to her enemy nations,
eonditions this is the only possible course of diplomatic interchange be-

Under

llll Central Powers and the Entente allies,
procedure in transmission of Germany's peace proposals will be identieal

'u.m af all the neutrnl Powers whose aid is invoked.

The diplomatie

tives of America, Spain and Switzerland will forward the note handéd

h Bethmann-Hollweg to their respective capitals,

The Foreign Offices, or

"Dmrtmmt.u, of these neutral nations will then transmit the text to the
)an, Spanish and Swiss Ambassadors or Ministers at the eapitals of the

allies,

1 These Ambassadors will, in turn, formally deliver the note to
8 Governments of the Entente nations.

same procedure will be followed in the case of formal replies to the
® propositions, England, for instance, will probably give to the American
dor, the Spanish Ambassador and the Swiss Minister identical notes

L,.' their response to Germany's proposals.

These will be transmitted to the

fitals of the United States, Switzerland and Spain, and formally handed to
through the agency of the American, Swiss and Spanish diplomatic

gntatives at Berlin,

5. WILL STUDY PEACE PROPOSAL
"BEFORE MAKING MOVE, OFFICIALS SAY

GTON, Dee. 12.—If Cermany's
8 Droposals are such that she merely
th United States to a¢t ns courier

ng them thi Governmaent will

» s along without any com-

. of ber own

A (e other hand, if Germany's pro-
(&M that the United States itself.

_" 4 other neutral nations, shalf maks
RS In thelr own name on Germany's
b the Administration will study the
e befors taking action
, dows ROt mean, hgwever, that the
.llﬂ would not transmit the pro-

the second plan.
ware officially revealsd at the

it shortly wfter Beorstary
Wha sbown dispaiches from Berlin

WBAL Germany had initisted & peace

A8 the absence, however, of exact

L “ whai yGermapy thinks,

] |-lllll‘ withheld com-
}' oaly statement for publication

'."‘

E WEATHER

_FORBOABT
and gloinity—Snow
mnuy tonight, fol

*"' ateadily falling

was: "1 know hulhln‘ about It and' haye

nothing to say.’

He wanld not indleate whether the pro-
posal came RS B surprise to him, but his
manner indlcated more clsarly than words
that the Cerman news wos probably the
huppient word he had heard from Herlin

in manthe
So far as the dispaiehes show,
ofMicially polnted out, s uspree-
adented. For that reason Secretary Lans-
ing was unwilllng to commit bimself as
to the United States’ attitude

It Germany'a offer Involves mersly the
use of the United Siates ks & messsnger,
the State Department will send along her
note as & matier of course and dipiomatic
COUTLANY.

But a larger question Is Involved In case
Germuny wanls neuira) nalions to do the
sounding out or to make definite an.p«ut.

Clermany’s

ceOUrse,

Contluged on Fage Twe, Uslumu Two

Don't Fail to Read

tha new serial story

“Beyond the Great
Oblivion”

by
George Allan England

This & & ssquel w and & coatinudation

“The Vuul World”’
and carvies Lhe adveaiures of Allan
Suirs aod Heatsies Kendrbek
even  mare  teabe

.‘IH ST Fl(:'HT UNTIL PEACE COMES
KAISER'S WORD TO HIS SOLI)IERS

RERLIN, Dee, 12,
| E.\l PEROR WILLIAM today sent the following proclamation to his troopd
in the fleld:
“Soldiere—In agreement with my allies and their soversigns, and with
the consciousness of victory, | have made n peace offer to the enemy. Whether
it will be ne mm-ni imatill uneertain, and until that moment you will fight on.”

GERMANY RFAD TO GIVE UP
CONQUESTS, DIPLOMAT SAYS

Willing to Quit France and Belgium—Wants Po-
lish and Lithuanian Kingdoms and Balkan
Readjustments, Official Asserts -

WASHINGTON,

Germany s peace proposals, according to a German Embassy
include n suggestion that the territorial stntus of the nations
returned “virtually” to what it whs before the war started,

The exceptions are in the establishing of important kingdoms of Palund
anid Lithuania and some readjustment of international boundaries in the Balkans

On the Iatter question, it wus said, the situntion is socomplicnted that it is
hard st this time definitely to nuggest anvthing like positive terms that will
be aceepted by all belligerents,

The one conerete sugioestion muade (s that Bulgaria will probabily want the
return of the territory she lost in the Second Halkan War and it is supposed
Germany guaranteed this when Czar Ferdinand cant his lot with the Central
Powers.

The peace terms, the informant said,
French territory,
restoration
colonies.

Dec., 12,

officinl, will

include the evacuntion of occupied
restoration of the kingdom of Belgium, at least o partial
of Serbin and Rumanin and the return to Germany of her loat

The factors which are snid to have led to the German pence proposals at this
time are:

The favorable military position of the Central Powers,

The fact that the winter at hand will necessitate cessation of hard
fighting for three months.

A desire to “smolke out" the
ing for,

Desire to convinee

Allier nx to just what they are fight-

the world and the German pebple wherever
they are that Germuny is not fighting n war of territorinl conquest.

Desire, if the war continues, to let the world know Germany will
not be responsible for further hloadshed,

The peace terms outlined, this official intimated, are not necessarily Ger-
many’s final proposition,

“The important question is to find out whether the Allies will talk peace,”
said this officinl. *'Germany makes the proposal In order to find out whether
it may be more reasonnble to stop fighting before either side is able to get in
what Lloyd George called in his interview some days agu, a ‘knockout' blow."™

Although he has no appointment, it is expected Ambasaador von Bernstorff
will see Secretary Lansing shortly and thoroughly discuss with him the whole
matter. It is believed possible von Bernstorif may shortly expreas a desire for
an audience with President Wilson.

It is not believed Ambnssador Gernard had any definite information of Ger-
many's peace proposals when he left Berlin, In diplomatic circles, it was said
Germany's action must have been partiy determined by the success of the
Rumanian campaign and by the Cabinet erisis in England and France,

The peaco conference, if it comes, will probably be held either at Berne,
Switzerland, or at The Hnguv it was ]lrﬂlu 1e-|

GERMANY, SECURITY WON, CAN HONOR
PEACE DUTY TO WORLD, HOLLWEG SAYS

BERLIN, Dec. 12—Chancellor Bethmann-Hellweg's atatement to  the
Reichstag, as issued by the Press Bureau, in as follows:

“Chancellor Bethmann-Hollweg today announced in the Reichstag that
Germany, with her allies, conscious of their responsibility before God, before
their own nations and before humanity, had proposed thia morning to the hostile
Powera that they enter peace negotistions,

“Virtually all members of Parlinment answered an unexpectad summons,

“A crowded house and thronged galleries listened in respectful silence when
the Chanecellor arose for his speech, in which he first outlined the extraordinary
politieal situation and then, insisting upon the achievements of the Central
Powers, made the announcement which poasibly may net as the turning point
in the war, which for more than two years has held the world under its spell.

“The Chancellor said it was fortunate that tHe Reichstag had not been

Contivwnd on Page Twa, Column Flve

STOCK VALUES CRUMBLE | SNOWY MANTLE COVERS
ON GERMAN PEACE NEWS| THE CITY WITH CONTENT

Grouches Disappear as White
Banners Flash Their Signals
of Cheer

Whole List Takes Part in De-
cline—Rally, Then Fall Again,
Foreign Bonds Strong

Leon farcd forth in
fountain of you lopiked
fur--al least soma hixtories record I this
way—a clear. bubbling
liguld resembling waler

Now avery
he ought to have dons was to have slayed
mt hamwe and prayed for snow=—prayed hoard,

Whan old Ponce de

German marks .I’ld Yienna krﬁllfﬂ
» | nigreh of the

strong on peace news, French exchange
and English sterling steady. Anglo-
French 5 per cent honds advanced a

full point to 84.
NEW YORK, Tres 12

ith he

&PrinE 'hat Aave A

wise porpon Wnows that what

News uf Ger-

ongaged be
1

MaARY's peace proposeis hit the stock market
hard today
threw ower their stockms and lotses by mid
day ranged from | 1o mare than 4 palibs
and In one case Bethlohem Stesl, the losa
was 3 polnts In the Arst two hoilrs ui
trading Thia decline was exfended an-
oiher polnt in Lbe aftsrpoon, making
points for the day and 48 from the high
of yestepday

Tha slocks wihich are known =8
stocks” werw Lthe hapdest hit, and they ware
oflersd duwn easily because there were no
supporting ordern undor the market to any
wreat extent In 1hin group with Belhicham
wasd Gulf States Hteel, which showed 4 e
af 18 peoints,  Rallroads and ceppers weis
sympatbetically alfected. tat the deciines |0
those lesues Wurd Dol as great

While stocks werm woak 1he forelgn
Government bonds bermme strong Xosd
af the interest waa attsched (o they Aflgio-

Valuea crumbled as holders

“war

burned ¢andies I nocessury

Hnow, disappearing kind
stich as did Ha best 10 "maltin” the oty
today, la the great rejuvenalur

And though It discontinued its sfforts
wlowly after noon, the ghainl nflyenis es-
orted by the white banners announcing the
neRr approach of King Winter was net dis-
pellad in the popular miod

There was the Camden in-
stancs, & wesasenod Uitle wld man whase
“hronikal tubes” directly responaible
fur his customary pesstobun Oa ralny
mornings when he has o come across the
forsy he wtands apart glowering darkly ilke
Napoleon st Bt Jelens, 0o mad as & man
with "bronlkal tubesa” can be of » ralny
merkiing.

Bt ihis morning. because the meolature
had orystaliised into thoss little Rezugons
which the detionary oouelders It m

i tell ws are  weli-nlgh

w.ummmm‘xom

I sibows cpompanionably w
Vi

even the wel

grouch, for

are

of o0 gm0 withess the baauty
I ?.‘hl .

QUICK NEWS

U. 8. CABINET DISUCUSSES PEACE ROLE

Dec, 12

The part the

cenfetences dovel

WASHINGTON, United States wili
play If penct op from the offor
eriinent to entey into peace negotintions was taken uy

he
upon to of tiis
Gov nt
Ing. It was insisted Just before the meeting that no
rd of the German Chancellor's offer

are thoroughly credited,

¢ Cabinet meet

been
It was said,

fticinl wo hadd

Unaoificial reports
based on them

recelved
and the dis

uesion Was

KIYSTONE PAYS SOME OF BACK DIVIDENDS

thie Keyuotone Telephone Company thin afterncon Jde-

Hvigdend of two per centl on atcount of acoumuninted divi

TimeiT "'lill"llrll stock,

AFRICAN EXCLUSION LOSES IN SEN

WASHINGTON, e, 18- The Senate
fod Setator lesd's amendmeht o the
The Went

ATE

vate of A7 to 32 this afternoan
immigration bl excluding all natives of
16 to 28

by &
e o
Afrien

Indies exclusion nmondment was lost,

ALLIS-CHALMERS PAYS SOME BACK DIVIDENDS

NEW YORK, e 12.—~The ANSChplmerk Manufacturing Company has e
dlared w dividend of 1% per cont on the preferred stock on aceount of aceumulated
WMy idehals,

BRIAND ANNOUNCES
PARIS. Dec 12
Premier Brinnd
Jaurnal te

NEW CABINET IS COMPLETE

The reorganization of the Franoch Government han bean effected,

pannouneed today.  The personnel will W published 1n the oMelal
The Premler added that the reorganized Cablnet probahly would

make {ts ficet appearance in the Chamber of Deputies tomorrow. Deputy Ronnefous

has Introduced o LIIT for the crention of n pariinmentnry commission of natlonal

efense

MOy row

E. W. BLISS CO. PAYS 100 PER CENT DIVIDEND

NEW YORK, Dee, 12— The K. W, Bilss Company has declared the regular gunre.
terly dividend of 145 vent nnd extran dividend of 100 par eent on the common
payable December 21, Iooks olose Decembor 16, reopen December 28, The
dividend of 2 per cent on the preferred stock wne declnred,

payabhle December 23, Hooks close December 15,

et
Mol
reeriy Wik

regular quas

reopen December 26.

ERIE EVENING PAPERS MAKE PRICE TWO0O CENTS
ERIE, Pa,
mntoru!:,
iwo rents

we. 12 —HBecause of the ndvance in the cost of print paper and other

two afternpon papers hero announced an inerepse in price from one to

$8,000,000 IN GOLD REACHES MINT HERE

Jo1 Morgan & oo shlpped 55,000,000 In gold bulllon to the Philadelphln Mint
tday. It wrrived by expreas from New York. In return for the bulllon the [Mnited
Hintes Government will pay the Morgan firm ninety-fve per cent of ita valus, hold
ing the remalnder to e pald when the gold Iy welghed and nssayed.  “The gold will
not be ooined now." sald Adam Jovee, superintendent of the Mint.  “Weo have not
coined any gold here thie vear and do not expect Lo coln any for some timo. Thia
ahipment will e stored In bultlon form'

-

2890 STRIKES IN TEN MONTHS THIS YEAR

WASBHINGTON, Deg 12 According U'nited States Burepu of Labor
Htatintion, the number of wiriies and lockouts durlng the Arst ton months of 1918
2800, For the corresponding months of 18156 the number was 10245,

to the

wns

16 BELGIANS KILLED IN DEPORTATION RIOTS

AMEBTERDAM, Dec, 12-Killing of sixteen Helglans In & riot at Turcolng, Bel:
glum, due to German deportations was reporied by the newspaper Echo de Helgo
toscday, who struck a Belginn with the butt of his gun, wis
utiacked by the crowd amd the German troops In charge of the deportations re
sponded with a fusillade, Many were wounded., Fifty Belginns weore nrrested

A Goerman soldier,

PASSED TO NEXT CONGRESS

Tha problems of the “high cost of government™ dur.
ing the next flachl year will be passsd on by the present Congress to the pext
natiosal legislature, which comes to life on Margh & Mijority Lesder Kitehin,
chalrman of the House Ways nnd Means Committes, said today thut the present
seislon of Congress would make no sttempt to inoreass the revenuss of the Govern.
ment, despite the fact that Secretary of the Treasury MceAdoo estimuates that the
revenites under the present laws, for the year beginning July 1 next, will be much
lens than the diabursements of the Government,

LANE FOR SUPREME BENCH, IS REPORT
WASHINGTON, Dec. 12 -—Amsocinte Justice McKonns, of the Supreme Courl
of the United States, will resign from the bench In the near future and Ssorelary of
the Inteclor Lane wilb-be appointed in his place;, according to Information obtained
here today Justice MoKenna hus been contempliating reslgning for soma monthae,
bt delayed his action, it wan sald, in the expeciation of glving hia former colleague
former Justice Hughes, the opportunity to nama his sucosssor,

PAGE WILL NOT lthsl(-l\ H\‘s U. S. ENVOY,

Ulose friends of W. H. Pagn,
that there s no foundation

“HIGH COST OF GOVERNMENT"

WASHHINGTON, Dee. 12

o the bench,

FRIENDS SAY

Ambassador
reports that

Unlted States
for recont

LOXDON, Dec. 15
1o England, declared today
the énvoy will realgn

PRICE OF CRUDE OIL AGAIN ADVANCED

NEW ORLEANS, Deo, 10-—The price of Humble, Sour Luake and Jennlipge's
grades of erude oll has been ndvanced Afteon centa a barrel, 1o elghty cents,

REV. J. J. WARD SERIOUSLY ILL

The condition of the Rey, John J, Ward, pastor of the Church of the Sacred
Heart, Third and Read sireels, who has been seriously (Il with pneumonia, 18 re-
poried ta be excecdingly grave loday. The patient's temperature has risen rapldly
pince morning and he is breathing with great diMculty. Father Ward s post
seventy seurs of age.

REWARD FOR ARREST OF AUTOIST WHO HIT GIRL

A reward of $100 for Information leading lo the arrvest of Lthe motorist who
struck Miss Kaihwerine Breunan, of Rusemant, and then speed sway without glving
any ald, has been offered by Captuin James 1. Donaghy, chief of ?ollol of Lower
Merbon township, The Lowmship commissioners decided on this setlon’ aftsr the
death of Misa Hrennan in the Breyn Mawr Hospital yeslerday, Bhe wasx Tun
down while walking in Mnntmmry avenus, Hosemont, on Thursday u.l..hl_

STATE ANNUAL FOREST FIRE LOSS ENORMOUS

Pennaylvania's Ennual loss from forest fires manges from §35.000.080 1o 50,
000,000, sicerding to George H. Wirt, chisf forest fre warden of the Siate Depart-
ment of Forealry. He ls & delegate al the annual meoting of the FPennsylvanis
Forsatry Association.

HARRISBURG STARTS §1.000,000 HOTEL SOON
mmmmmmu—mmmmmmmm bhm
m&hﬂwﬂn : M

GERMANY PLANS
WINTER CAMPAI

Against Russia

l‘REPARATlON COMP

-

CARL W. ACKERMAN

By CARL W, ACKERMAN
WITH THE GERMAN ARMY AT ‘LN
CHAREST, FIELD MARSH VON mwn;f

KENSEN'S HEADQUARTERS, Dee. 8 (hy

courier to Berlin and wireloss toa the Unit

Proas, Do 12) —Germany's campalgh |

Humunin has only started. Every G

wlidier |s fitted with snowshoas (or the wins

ter campalgn—and all wagons are s
Vised that they can be transformed |

deda  Favored by ldeiwl weather, tha

of Fald Marshal von Mackensen ‘and ﬂﬂl L

arnl von  Falkenhnyn have acqulved h

» mementum with the fall of Pucharest that

(hey will surge on Further into Rumania.
Flold Marslind von: Mackesson, by B

vharest's fall, 1= ibh a position Yo

mansen of mety mnd artillery north, M i

pant mnd wost, with alear linen of mfﬂw
calinn }
The complute demoralizsation: of the
munlan foress has permitied von Ma
wn's L troopa 1o advance . with fnnignl
lonmwen
As Uenard] vou Kiyck once declarsd &f
in imerview., '"Oine cannat  postpons the
ppportunity to Nght If one expscts to wine
the battle,” snd it i on thia theary M‘|
vorn Mackenuen Ia operating in Rumsnin

Thera M every Indleation that the Fusa

alans will haye to flght for thelr Hves (his o
winter—Iinytead of next spring, aa Genersl
Brusslloff has declurod

Far the Mirst time
oromms], |Il_‘“"|||-i|li'r
permitied (o fillow the CGerman army withs
nllowed permisglon to live
to wateh bombands

slnce Belgium 'Il.

nut restrictions;
with the troops and
misnie

TRIED TO BURN VILLAGES
Appirontly acting under the Influence el
Rusaln, the retranting Rumanians lﬂm
to burn all cltisn and villagen which, M
evauunted, hut the German advancs was s
awlift In many Instances that this plan
Aestruetion was forestalled,  According
prisonersd Rumanions, Russin‘s advice to
tha Rumanian army was (o retreal (o th

enat of Hucharest, burning all supplles

all towns, mo an to create & verithble o
gone—just ax the Tunstuns did In Pa
during the tast Hindembure offensive, ;_,
they destroyed 4000 townns, Dut the ‘;
manians, in o great many Instanoes, .
fused to make wuch soacrifices of th
prapaerty. ¥

In Crulova eitizens related how, bef
the CGermans apposrsd there, the Rum
Government &t  Huoharest ordersd
Cralova police 1o destroy sl food s
aveti thuss which were the privats,
erty of the Inhahitanis The ulllluo
n public meeting and sent ‘word i
Bucharest that upless thess orders.
recilled thers would be & aivil war
next day Budharest withdraw Uu-
by telegraph.

In such & movement an that tirough §
manta the mldlers aledp In LOWns:
nlght, Nyving (n plables, housps and
white the officars ure houssd with
et families, Whils sach srmy 4:‘
wufficiont provislons, the soldiers like [RE A
pxtras, with tha result that all stores dd
big busineess, ' \

In & “death mone,”™ such as tha
advised, the advanocing army “woull
furced to pravide sheiter, which is an
moun handicap, Food supplies "“u'
be lucking

- NEW “ARMOGRED !‘Wlw

Warking with (e German (roopd s
milltary monster, 1 18 dn &
moblle which alinins o spead of
ml ‘ruur carrioy machine guns aud

f one ufflcer and nine mes,
\-ry action in which thin new
nsed—1he saldiers cnll 10 *
devil"=—it killed 3OO me
This was dlrsntly in
The car returzsd safsly.

Nothing luw:hl,:‘d b this war,
the British “ta catl campare

of thisx new ne of

'..n

.

Aper

correspondents  wepe

‘

ﬂll IIII




